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DOWNTOWN 


NEW DETAILS AUSTIN CITY MANAGER SEARCH 


Council picks two manager finalists 


City officials from Minnesota and Michigan in line 
to become Austin’s next powerful city boss. 


= 


Spencer Cronk, 38, (left) is city 
coordinator of Minneapolis. 
Howard Lazarus, 61, currently 
city administrator for Ann 
Arbor, Mich., was Austin’s public 
works director for eight years. 
Cronk and Lazarus will return to 
Austin next week for interviews. 


By Elizabeth Findell] 

and Philip Jankowski 
efindell@statesman.com 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


The search for a new Austin city 
manager is down to two candi- 
dates: Ann Arbor City Adminis- 
trator Howard Lazarus, who pre- 
viously served as Austin’s public 


NEW DETAILS SEXUAL MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS 


Franken to resign 
amid allegations 


At least 8 women have 
accused Democratic 
senator of misconduct. 


By Andrew Taylor 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al Franken, 
a rising political star only weeks 
ago, reluctantly announced Thurs- 
day he’s resigning from Congress, 
succumbing to a torrent of sex- 
ual harassment allegations and 
evaporating support from fellow 
Democrats. But he fired a defiant 
parting shot at President Donald 
Trump and other Republicans he 
said have survived much worse 
accusations. 

“I of all people am aware that 
there is some irony in the fact 
that I am leaving while a man 
who has bragged on tape about 
his history of sexual assault sits 
in the Oval Office, and a man 
who has repeatedly preyed on 


Franken denied 
some of the 
allegations and 
called himself 
“a champion of 
women.” 


young girls campaigns for the 
Senate with the full support of 
his party,” Franken said. 

The 66-year-old Minnesotan, 
a former “Saturday Night Live” 
comedian who made a success- 
ful leap to liberal U.S. senator, 
announced his decision in a sub- 
dued Senate chamber three weeks 
after the first accusations of sex- 
ual misconduct emerged but just 
a day after most of his Democratic 
colleagues proclaimed he had to 
go. His remarks underscored the 
bitterness many in the party feel 
toward a GOP that they say has 
made a political calculation to tol- 


Franken continued on All 


House panel launches 
new Farenthold inquiry 


By Maria Recio 
American-Statesman 
special correspondent 


The sexual harassment case 
against U.S. Rep. Blake Farenthold, 
whose district includes parts of 
Bastrop and Caldwell counties, 
took on new life Thursday as a 
House committee unanimously 
voted to launch a new investi- 
gation into allegations that he 
made explicit remarks to a for- 
mer aide and retaliated against 
her for complaining. 

The move comes six days after 
revelations that he had settled a 
lawsuit the aide brought against 
him with $84,000 of taxpayer 
money. 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold 
said repayment 
“isnotan 
admission of 
guilt.” 


ALSO INSIDE: Two state 
senators push back against sexual 
misconduct claims, A10 


Still, despite what appears 
to be a sea change in how Con- 
gress responds to sexual harass- 
ment cases — Sen. Al Franken, 
D-Minn., and Rep. John Conyers, 
D-Mich., announced this week 
they’re stepping down amid sex- 


Farenthold continued on A11 


AUSTIN360 


works director, and Minneapolis 
City Coordinator Spencer Cronk, 
City Council members agreed 
Thursday. 

Cronk and Lazarus will come 
to Austin next week to meet with 
city department heads, employee 
stakeholder groups, unions and 
the public before having final 
interviews with the council. 


CENTRAL TEXAS WEATHER 


Where to make your holidays bright 
Plus: Artist of the month 


The decision brings Austin close 
to a final hire after more than a 
year without a permanent city 
manager and after a tumultuous 
search process. After the council 
voted to keep the entire process 
secret until making a final deci- 
sion, American-Statesman report- 
ers staked out interviews and iden- 
tified candidates — prompting city 
officials and Austin’s headhunt- 
ing firm to take elaborate mea- 
sures to evade media attention. 

Eventually, the council reversed 


SPORTS, Cl 


SPRING LEAGUE 
BRINGS NFL 
DREAMS TO NEW 
AUSTIN HOME 


its decision to maintain com- 
plete secrecy and released six 
finalists’ names. The Statesman 
has sued the city for leaving its 
posted meeting location during 
the Nov. 2 candidate interviews 
and for refusing to fill a public 
information request for informa- 
tion related to the search. 

The two remaining candidates 
are perhaps the most traditional of 
the council's finalists, as the only 


Finalists continued on A8 


An early brush with winter 


As the snow falls Thursday on Escarpment Boulevard in the Circle C neighborhood, Larry and Licette 
Wagner take a walk. Overnight snowfall in Austin isn’t expected to stick around, the National Weather 
Service said, because ground temperatures remain well above freezing. But air temperatures fell to 25 to 
32 degrees across Central Texas, generating a freeze warning that was expected to expire Friday at 9 a.m. 
Officials caution that wet spots on Austin-area roadways could freeze, making early morning commutes 
treacherous. Black-ice conditions may also be present on bridges, overpasses and some secondary 
roadways. Daytime temperatures will warm into the 60s this weekend. JAY JANNER / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


NEW DETAILS TEACHER RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Facing rising costs, retired Texas teachers 
dropping state health program in droves 


By Julie Chang 
jchang@statesman.com 


About 7,800 retired Texas teach- 
ers are abandoning the health 
insurance program the state has 
created for them — long one of 
the top benefits for Texas public 
school teachers — in a troubling 
development for a health care 
system that faces a $700 million 
funding shortfall. 

The abnormally large wave of 
requests to leave the health insur- 


ance program, which is housed 
under the Teacher Retirement 
System of Texas, threatens to 
exacerbate the program’s bud- 
get woes and signals possible 
higher costs to retired teachers 
down the road. 

“Before, ifsomebody called and 
told me they were leaving TRS- 
Care, I would have said, ‘Why 
would you do that?’ and advise 
against it,” said Tim Lee, execu- 
tive director of the Texas Retired 
Teachers Association. “But this 


ALSO INSIDE 
» A comparison of current and 
future retiree costs, A12 


plan has become far more expen- 
sive and there are real reasons 
that somebody may choose to 
leave ... and most of it has been 
can they afford it?” 

In previous years, the number 
of requests from retirees to opt 
out of TRS, which covers 270,000 


Teachers continued on A12 


[3] ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
wos Checkout TechExtra 


intoday’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can find 
four pages of technology coverage 
at statesman.com/epaper. 


e 18MP APS-C CMOS Sensor 
e Full HD 1080p at 30 fps 
e EF-S 18-55mm f/3.5-5.6 IS II 
e EF 75-300mm f/4-5.6 III 


Reg. $749.99 
-$250 Savings 
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NATION & WORLD, A4 
West Bank turns violent 
day after Trump decree 


Clashes also break out on border 
with Gaza after U.S. recognizes 
Jerusalem as capital of Israel. 
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